 

Annexure-I
 
 
NATIONAL WATER POLICY (SEPTEMBER, 1987)
 

The National Water Policy stipulates water allocation priorities broadly as follows:- 
 
Drinking Water
· Irrigation
· Hydro-power
· Navigation
· Industrial and other uses
 
However, these priorities may be modified, if necessary, in particular regions with reference to area specific considerations.

 
· Water resource development projects should, as far as possible, be developed as multi purpose projects.  Provision for drinking water should be a primary consideration.

 

· Improvements in existing strategies and the innovation of new techniques based on science and technology base will be needed to eliminate the pollution of surface and ground water resources, to improve water quality and to step up the recycling and re-use of water.
 
· There should be a periodical re-assessment on a scientific basis of ground water potential, taking into consideration the quality of  the water available and economic viability.  The exploitation of ground water resources should be so regulated as not to exceed the recharging possibilities, as also to ensure social equity, integrated and coordinated development of surface and ground water,  and their conjunctive used should be envisaged right from the project planning stage and should form an essential part of the project.  Over-exploitation of ground water should be avoided near the coast to prevent ingress of the seawater into sweet water aquifers. 
 
· Irrigation and multi-purpose projects should invariably include drinking water component, wherever there is no alternative source of drinking water.  Providing drinking water to all human beings and animals should be the first priority.
 
· Both surface and ground water should be regularly monitored for quality.  A phased programme should be undertaken for improving water quality. 
 
· The efficiency of utilisation in all the diverse use of water should be improved and awareness of water as a scarce resource should be & fostered.  Conservation consciousness should be promoted through education, regulation, incentives and disincentives. 
 

The guidelines issued by the Ministry of Water Resources, Government of India,  stipulate that irrigation and multi-purpose projects should invariably include a minimum of 15% of water towards drinking water component and wherever there is no alternative source, drinking water needs of all human beings and animals should be the first charge on any available source of water.  The requirement of drinking water should be projected at the time of designing the irrigation projects. 
 
 


Ministry of  Water resources is about to bring out a new National Water Policy. However, drinking water would remain on top priority in the new policy also.

